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The Division of Water is responsible for the diverse tasks related to assessing and managing 

Indiana's most vital natural resource - water

• Permitting in floodways & on public freshwater lakes

• Groundwater assessments and availability

• Water rights & use: Water withdrawals and well construction

• Dam & levee Safety

• Conservancy Districts & Watershed Development Commissions

• Community assistance 

Full list of statutes and rules that govern regulatory activities: dnr.IN.gov/water/statutes-and-rules

https://www.dnr.in.gov/water/2453.htm
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The Division of Water is responsible for the diverse tasks related to assessing and managing 

Indiana's most vital natural resource - water. 

Our Stakeholders:

• Floodplain property owners & residents

• Public freshwater lake property owners & residents

• Groundwater users, well owners, well drillers, high-capacity pump owners and installers

• Dam owners & engineers

• Local government officials (Floodplain Administrators, planners, surveyors, etc.)

• Conservancy districts

• Anyone interested in groundwater, flooding, drought
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Email Newsletters

Waterlines Express: 

• Floodplains

• Lakes

• Groundwater

• Dams

• Engineers

• Conservancy Districts

Quarterly Waterlines: Floodplain 
Management & Community Assistance

Weekly Indiana Water and Soil Moisture 
Conditions

on.IN.gov/water-newsletters
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DIVISION OF WATER

OPEN HOUSE

THIS EVENT IS FOR:

• People living and working 

in floodplains, along lakes

• County and municipal 

officials

• Conservancy districts and 

dam owners

• Planning and engineering 

professionals

• Private well owners

• All interested community 

members

COLUMBUS, IN 
WEDNESDAY

APRIL 16
4 PM – 6 PM

LAFAYETTE, IN 
WEDNESDAY

MAY 14
4 PM – 6 PM

LAGRANGE, IN 

DATE COMING 
SOON
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Floodplains and Permitting

Jordan Smithers
Senior Environmental Manager
Division of Water
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Flood Control Act  (IC-14-28-1)
Floodplain Management Rules (312 IAC 10)

• To prevent loss of lives and property caused by 
floods and the damage resulting from floods

• To prevent any undue restriction of the capacity of 
the floodways

• To accumulate, preserve and protect the water 
resources of Indiana; and to prevent any loss or 
waste beyond reasonable and necessary use.
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What is a Floodway?

• "Floodway", for purposes of IC 
14-28-1, IC 14-28-3, and IC 14-
34, means:
• (1) the channel of a river or 

stream; and
• (2) the parts of the flood plain 

adjoining the channel that are 
reasonably required to efficiently 
carry and discharge the flood 
water or flood flow of a river or 
stream.
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DNR Jurisdiction

• Construction activities within 
floodway of all streams that have 
an upstream drainage area of ≥1 
square mile.

• Construction activities include, but 
are not limited to:
• Excavation

• Fill

• Erecting or maintaining a structure
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General Licenses and Exemptions

• Specific exemptions and general licenses exist for certain projects, and if a project 
meets the requirements of the general license or exemption, then a formal permit is 
not required. 

• Many general licenses and exemptions can proceed without coordination with the 
Division or written documentation; however, some specify that written notice or other 
coordination is needed.

• Common examples include:
• Logjam Removal

• Maintenance of crops, pastures, and parks

• Wetland restoration

• Outfall structures 
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Online Resources

• Division of Water Homepage

• Division of Water Online Research Center (DoWORC)

• Division of Water Unity database

• Waterways Website and Inquiry Request tool

• Indiana Floodplain Information Portal (INFIP)
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Indiana Floodplain Information Portal (INFIP)

https://on.in.gov/fip 

https://on.in.gov/fip
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Indiana Floodplain Information Portal (INFIP)

https://on.in.gov/fip 

https://on.in.gov/fip
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Indiana Floodplain Information Portal (INFIP)
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Indiana Floodplain Information Portal (INFIP)
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Indiana Floodplain Information Portal (INFIP)

https://on.in.gov/fip 

https://on.in.gov/fip
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Indiana Floodplain Information Portal (INFIP)
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Indiana Waterways Inquiry Request
IN.gov/waterways

IN.gov/waterways



Slide Title: Arial 24 Bold

Indiana Waterways Inquiry Request

IN.gov/waterways
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Indiana Waterways Inquiry Request

IN.gov/waterways
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Indiana Waterways Inquiry Request
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Water Rights & Use

Allison Mann
Water Use Program Coordinator
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Water Rights and Use Section- 

Discussion Topics

• Well Drillers Law and Water Well Construction Standards 

under IC 25-39 and 312 IAC 13

• Significant Water Withdrawal Facility (SWWF) Registration and 

Annual Water Use Reporting under IC 14-25-7

• Groundwater and Surface Water Rights under IC 14-25-4 and 

IC 14-25-5
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General History for Water Well Driller & Pump Installer Licensing

• 1959 – IC 25-39 (Well Drillers Law) effective

• 1988 – Law amended to require licensing and development of 

well construction standards (Rule 312 IAC 13)

• 2001/2003 – Bills introduced to require pump installer licensing 

and/or continuing education

• 2010 – SEA 356 Passed by legislature to require pump installer 

licensing and CE for well drillers and pump installers. 
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312 IAC 13: Well Construction Standards

• 312 IAC 13 established 

minimum standards for 

procedures and materials 

used in the installation of 

water wells and water well 

pumping equipment

• Establishes standards for 

casing, grouting, screens, 

depth, and diameter.
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Minimum Drawdown Requirements for Small Capacity Wells

• Unconsolidated Aquifers: 20 ft

• Bedrock Aquifers: 50 ft
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Water Well Records

• Drillers are required to submit a Record of Water Well for every 

well and send it to the DOW within 30 days of the well being 

placed

• On the records – well location, owner and driller names, well 

depth and materials, pump test results, grouting materials,  and a 

log of subsurface geological formations.

• DOW maintains paper files and an online database of 

approximately 450,000 well records.
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Water Well Record Database

• A – well location

• B – owner and driller names

• C – well depth and materials

• D – pump test results

• E – grouting materials

• F – log of subsurface geological 

formations

A

B

C

D

F

E
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Water Well Record Web Viewer
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Water Resource Management;  
IC 14-25-7

• Enacted in 1983

• Requires registration of all SWWFs (GW & SW)

• Facility defined as having greater than 100,000 
GPD capability

• Capability is aggregate of all wells & intakes 

• Annual water use reporting

• Approximately 4,300 SWWFs currently registered
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2023 Indiana Registered SWWFs

Water Use Code Number of Facilities Number of Wells Number of Intakes

EP 88 251 81

IN 384 675 293

IR 2893 4014 776

MI 136 221 47

PS 739 2252 60

RU 59 153 10

TOTAL 4299 7566 1267
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2023 State Totals

Withdrawals

(BG)

Capacity

(MGD)

Withdrawals

vs Capacity

Current 

Number

Surface

Intakes 1682 16069 28.7% 1267

Wells 234 6294 10.2% 7566

TOTAL 1916 22363 23.5% 8833

Facilities 4299
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Emergency Regulation of Ground Water Rights;
IC 14-25-4
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Indiana Code 14-25-4

• Provides for “Timely and Reasonable Compensation” to owners of small 
capacity wells affected by high-capacity groundwater pumping.

• Provides for restrictions on high-capacity groundwater pumping under certain 
conditions.
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Emergency Regulation of Surface Water Rights; 
IC 14-25-5
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Indiana Code 14-25-5

• Provides protection for owner of “freshwater lake” against SWWF pumping

• “Freshwater lake” defined as being: 1) 10 acres in size; 2) of natural origin; 3) 
originally constructed to retain water; and 4) existed at least 5 years before SWWF 
pumping

• DNR must document a significant lowering of the lake level by SWWF

• SWWF facility must be within ½ mile of freshwater lake

• Water level lowering must result in “Significant Environmental Harm” under Rule 312 
IAC 11.5
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Water Resource Assessment

Kristiana Cox, Hydrogeologist
Christina Spielbauer, Geologist
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Resource Assessment Section

• IC 14-25-7-11

• Continuing Assessment of Water Resources

• IC 14-25-8-1

• May conduct applied research to improve the 

understanding and management of water resources

• Mapping Products

• Groundwater Monitoring Program

• Water Inquiries 

• Monthly & Weekly Water Resource Summary
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Aquifer Systems Mapping

Unconsolidated Aquifer Systems Bedrock Aquifer Systems 

• Information from groundwater well records, 

geological surveys, and other hydrogeological data.

•  Final Products Include:

• Separate maps for unconsolidated and bedrock 

aquifers

• Text description of the aquifers

• Registered significant water withdrawal facilities.

• Individual county maps with additional aquifer 

information and GIS files available on the website.
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Potentiometric Surface Mapping

• Maps and digital coverage for unconsolidated 

and/or bedrock aquifers in individual counties 

• Text description of characteristics

• GIS shapefiles used in the PDF version
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Potentiometric 
Surface Mapping

• Ultimately form a single 

consistent statewide map & GIS 

coverage 

• To be viewed on DOW Web 

Applications and Indiana Map
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Groundwater Level 
Monitoring Program 

• Collaborative effort with USGS (US 

Geological Survey) 

• 60 wells in the DNR VMP (Volunteer 

Monitoring Program) and 50 real-time 

managed by USGS

• RA staff is responsible establishing and 

maintaining the wells and collecting 

quarterly data

• USGS receives the data and posts to the 

OKI (Ohio, Kentucky, Indiana) 

Groundwater website. 
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Groundwater Levels in Ohio, 
Kentucky, and Indiana

• USGS groundwater well data (partially 
funded by DNR)

• Trend Data Available

• Gives current water depth, highs, lows, etc. 
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Using Our 

Products to 

Answer Water 

Questions 

Across the State

Aquifer Systems Maps Potentiometric Surface Maps

Water Well Record Database VMP or other wells if nearby
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Weekly Summary: Indiana Water and Soil Moisture Conditions
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Monthly Water Resource Summary

• Current data compared to long-term climate trends.

• Including data for: 

• Precipitation 

• Standardized Precipitation Index (SPI) 

• U.S. Drought Monitor

• Streamflow

• Lake Michigan levels

• Reservoirs levels

• Groundwater levels



Slide Title: Arial 24 Bold

Upcoming Products

• Mappers, dashboards, enhanced web access to new and existing 

products:

• Voluntary Monitoring Program Dashboard

• Lake Level Dashboard

• Aquifer Systems Story map

• Statewide Unconsolidated and Bedrock Potentiometric GIS layers

• Recurring Products

• Weekly: Indiana Water and Soil Moisture Conditions

• Monthly Water Resource Summary
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Questions? 

Contact us:

water_inquiry@dnr.IN.gov

317-232-4160

mailto:water_inquiry@dnr.IN.gov
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